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SACRAMENTO UPDATE

Pursuitof CountyPositionon Legislation

On November13, 2003, the Board adopteda motionto seekand/orsupportlegislation
that prohibits private ownershipand/orrestrictsthesaleof Mobile Infrared Transmitters
(MIRTS), a traffic signal preemption deviceusedto changethe sequencingof traffic
signals. AB 340 (Frommer),asamendedon January5, 2004 andSB 1085 (Murray),
which was introducedon January5, 2004, would prohibit the possession,distribution,
anduseof MIRTS by unauthorizedpersons.

Current law prohibits a personfrom ~ and a vehicle from being equippedwith, a
devicecapableof sendinga signal that interruptsor changesthesequencepatternsof
a traffic signal unlessthevehicle is an authorizedemergencyvehicle, A violation that
resLilts in an injury is punishableby imprisonmentfor not morethansix monthsand by a
fine of not lessthan$5,000,but not morethan $10,000. A violation that doesnot result
in an injury is punishableby a fine of not morethan$3,000.

AB 340 (Frommer),would makeit an infraction for a personto sell, offer for sale,buy,
possess,manufacture,or distributea devicecapableof sendinga signal that interrupts
or changesthe sequencepatternof a traffic control signal. An infraction is a low level
breachor violation of a law. The Vehicle Code establishesvarious fines, usually a
nominal amount, for each infraction. AB 340 also makes it a misdemeanorfor an
unauthorizedpersonto possesstwo or moresuchdevices.A misdemeanoris a higher
level breachor violation of a law and is generallypunishableby afine or incarceration
or both,

SB 1085 (Murray), would make thecurrentpunishmentsfor personsor vehiclesusing
transmittersto changetraffic light sequencesapplicableto personsor vehiclesusing
MIRTS. It alsomakesit an infraction for a personto install, sell, or offer for sale, any
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transmitting device that will changethe sequenceof a traffic signal. The exceptions
includeauthorizedemergencypersonnelandvehicles.

AB 340 is scheduledto be heard in the Assembly Transportation Committee on
January12, 2004. SB 1085 may be actedon after February5, 2004. Neitherbill has
any supportor oppositionon record.

Consistent with Board action to support legislation to restrict MIRTS, our

Sacramentoadvocateswill supportAB 340andSB 1085.

Statusof County-InterestLegislation

County-supportedSB 975 (McClintock), which would defineatransportationgridlock
emergencyas a condition that requiresextraordinaryState action and authorizesthe
Governorto declarea stateof emergencywhen any highway has an averagedaily
vehicle delay that exceeds3,000 vehicle hours per day, failed reconsiderationin the
SenateCommitteeon Transportationon January6, 2004andis now dead,

We will continueto keepyou informed.
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